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INTERLABO GERN 

"Researching juvenile justice practices: discussing the pains of doing 
criminological research" 

Organisation: Jenneke Christiaens (Vrije Universiteit Brussel Belgium) and 
María José Bernuz (University of Zaragoza- Spain) 

2nd of June 2017 

Zaragoza (Spain), Sala de Juntas, Faculty of Law, Campus San Francisco 

 

Introduction: 

Central to this GERN seminar is the discussion and reflection on deontological, 
methodological or ethical problems related to doing criminological research, more 
specifically on juvenile justice practices. With this seminar we want to put forward the 
complexity of doing criminological research (both quantitative and qualitative) and the 
problems researchers are confronted with during the whole research process.  

This seminar proposes to organise the discussion starting from specific (empirical) 
research and the obtained results, moving on to the deontological and methodological 
questions and decisions that were taken, such as: 

 (Formal) Access to participants (especially minors/youngsters) 

 The (research driven) interaction with participants 

 Doing research and the researchers’ emotions or subjectivity  

 The impact or consequences of scientific intervention for the persons involved 
or practices studied 

 The issue of informed consent (and how to obtain participation)  

_________________________ 

This GERN seminar will be in English and/or French 

You can send your poster for a Poster Session. Send by email 
(jenneke.christiaens@vub.ac.be and mbernuz@unizar.es ) until 15th of may title and 
abstract and take with you the poster the same day of the seminar at 9:00. 
Recommended dimensions: 84cmsx118cms 

We will give certificate of attendance and/or participation 

The inscription is free, but you have to send your registration form (see at the end) 
by email: mbernuz@unizar.es until 15th may 2017 

mailto:jenneke.christiaens@vub.ac.be
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PROGRAM 

9.00 – 9.30 Reception  

9.30 - 9.50 Introduction 

María José Bernuz (Université de Zaragoza- Espagne) 

«Les difficultés méthodologiques dans la recherche avec des enfants et 
des jeunes» 

 

9.50 – 10.20 : Rita Carlos (Université Paris-Saclay - Laboratoire CESDIP-France) 

"'Je ne veux pas être ton projet'. Incidences d'une immersion en Centre 
Éducatif Fermé" 

10.20-10.40 : Francis Bailleau (CESDIP): Discussion 

 

10.40 - 11.00 Coffee 

 

11.00-11.30:  

Jenneke Christiaens (VUB - Brussels) 

« To appear in court: (the pains of doing) research into Youth Justice 
Practices”  

11.30-11.50 : Discussion  

 

11.50-12.20 :  

Els Dumortier (VUB - Brussels) 

“Researching children’s rights in action: police interrogations of juvenile 
suspects” 

12.20-12.40 : Discussion 

 

12.40-13.30: Poster session 

 

13.30 – 15.15: Lunch 

 

15.15 - 15.45:  

Esther Fernández (UCLM - Universidad de Castilla La Mancha (Spain) 
and Eva Aizpurúa (University of Northern Iowa-USA):  

"Children and adolescents as respondents in survey research".  

15.45 – 16.05: Discussion 

 

16.05 - 16.20: Coffee 
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16.20 – 16.50:  

Fátima Pérez (Universidad de Málaga (Spain)  

"Researching juvenile justice: the labyrinth of a public service".  

16.50-17.10: Discussion  

 

17.10 – 17.40:  

Lesley McAra (University of Edinburgh) 

‘The Journey’:  the pleasures and pitfalls of participatory action research 

17.40-18.00: Discussion  

 

18:00-18:30: Conclusions 

21:00: Dinner (city centre) 
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REGISTRATION FORM 
 

Please, send this form before the 15th of may 2017 à María José Bernuz 
(University of Zaragoza-Spain) by email: mbernuz@unizar.es  

 
Name and Surname : 

Working/researching/Studying Institution: 

Fonction : 

 
I’m presenting a poster (Recommended dimensions: 84cmsx118cms):   
YES __   NOT  __ 
 
I’d like to have lunch with the group (14 Euros to pay at lunch time at the 

restaurant of the University, except for GERN members that lunch is free). Let 
me know if you have any food requirement. YES __  NOT  __ 

 
I’d like to have dinner with the group (20-25 Euros) at city center. Let me 

know if you have any food requirement:  YES __  NOT  __ 
 
We have special prices for University of Zaragoza at Hotel Don Yo (4*), 

until 15th of may. Single room: 65,97 Euros (breakfast and taxes included), 
Double room: 75.97 Euros (breakfast and taxes included). Contact directly to:    
reservasdonyo@zenithoteles.com. Indicating in the subject: "SEMINARIO 
GERN - A la atención de Eduardo o Manolo" and in the message: name, day of 
arrival and departure, and type of room. 
 

Nice to see you in Zaragoza!! 


